
Frankenmuth Parks and Recreation Commission meeting minutes 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019, 7:00pm 

Frankenmuth Government Center 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Present – Tom Bierlein, Joe Chowaniec, Ed Foltz, 

Katie Kay, Aaron Lerash, Jim Bickel, Anne Webb 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Absent –Tom Meyer, Dave Abke, Trisha Way-

Uphold 

 

Others Present: Daren Kaschinske & Kellie Nichols (P&R staff)  

 

Vice Chair Lerash called the meeting to order at 6:59pm and began with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. No guests were present. 

 

Approval of Agenda – Moved by Bierlein, supported by Bickel, to approve the agenda as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Approval of February, 2019 minutes – Moved by Foltz, supported by Bierlein, to approve the 

minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Reports – 

City Manager- Smith’s written report was sent out via email. Kaschinske reported that the 

revised lease approval policy that was recommended by Parks & Recreation Commission last 

month, was approved by City Council earlier this month.  The 2019-20 budget was introduced to 

Council at their last meeting and is set for approval in May.  

Parks & Recreation Staff- Nichols reported that public walking continues in Kern Pavilion and 

is schedules to end April 5th.  Sports practices continue to use the building and the last available 

day for that is April 14th. Kaschinske reported winter sports are wrapping up and registration for 

spring/summer programs is in full swing. Discussions continue with 3 different soccer 

organizations in town and how they could work together. A meeting was held Sunday, but we 

haven’t received a report from that yet.   

 

Report of park facility leases approved – Nichols distributed information on leases for an 

English Spring Spaniel Dog Show in May, 2021 and Frankenmuth Bible Church for April 21, 

2019 that were approved this month. 

 

Update regarding proposed development on E. Tuscola- A joint meeting between the 

Township and City Planning Commissions was held and plans for this development were 

introduced and discussed.  There seems to be concerns, especially from the Township, of 

possible variances of the park requirements.  Specifically they’re concerned about the 

precedence of allowing less than 10% set aside for park land and a long slender ‘linear’ property 

that would allow for a pathway, instead of a more square traditional park.  Foltz asked if it would 

help the situation to defer a decision regarding park requirements to the Parks & Recreation 

Commission, rather than the Planning Commission making that decision.  Kaschinske will 

inform the City Manager of that idea. 



 

Discussion regarding Women’s Club lease of bandshell – The lease agreement with the 

Women’s Club for use of the Memorial Park bandshell for their summer concerts has expired 

and a new one is needed for 2019.  Kaschinske brought up some potential changes to the 

agreement to get the Commission’s direction on these issues before putting together a draft 

agreement for approval next month.  The issues that were discussed were insurance, including 

damages and/or deductible, parking attendants, and contribution to the maintenance fund in lieu 

of rent.  A proposed agreement will be prepared for approval at next month’s meeting. 

 

Approval of February 2019 financial reports –Moved by Bickel, supported by Foltz, to 

approve the financial reports.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Bickel 

Secretary 


